You will soon be presenting\demonstrating your final year project to me, either as your supervisor or your second assessor.

To help you understand how I regard this the following may be helpful.

The presentation\demonstration is your chance to show elements of your work directly. The assessment of these elements is as below – taken directly from the marking scheme.

Please note, a couple of the major things that I and the second assessor will be looking for are not only what you have learned on your journey through your FYP but also obvious and comprehensible links between all the phases of your project. That is:

· that the requirements are reflected in the analysis

· that the design reflects the analysis

· that the implementation reflects the design

· that the testing reflects the requirements, the analysis, the design and the implementation

· that the final system developed bears some relation to what you said you would try to do in your system proposal and that deviations are understood and explained

I feel that a good way to do this is to create a PowerPoint presentation about your project and include (as a BIG part of this) a demonstration of the software itself. You demonstrate what you want us to see (like a salesperson would when demoing their product) – but be prepared for awkward questions and being asked to ‘ski off-piste’ a little.

Most of the academic staff have a range of fairly standard questions that are asked of students presenting their FYP work.

Mine include:

· what do you feel is the most important thing that you have learned during your FYP?

· do you feel that your choice of approach\methodology worked well or not and, if not, what didn’t go well and how did you overcome this?

· how did you test the system you built?

· did the database structure you implemented differ from the structure you designed and, if so, how and why?
· was your choice of implementation environment the right one and, if so\not, why (or why not)

· what was the most useful feature of your chosen implementation environment and why?

If you can answer all these questions before you come to the demo, you should not have too much of a tough time thinking on your feet. They should also give you a general idea of other difficult questions that others may have waiting for you.
All in all I am looking forward to hearing about and seeing what you have and are learning from engaging with what I suspect will be one of the biggest pieces of work you have done in your life, so far.

Good luck.

Dave

