Gradex



Gradex is a Graduate Exhibition (hence the name!) which is organised for the week or so after the FYP hand in.

It originated from the erstwhile school of engineering and was designed to give students an opportunity to ‘showcase’ (ie demonstrate) the work they had done for their large, final year projects. Employers and other worthies were invited to the university and it was something of a jamboree. 

It also gave employers an opportunity to ‘scout’ students who were to graduate soon with a view to employing the good ones.

Each of the students who wanted to ‘exhibit’ at Gradex was asked to complete a short (50 word) summary of their project for the literature that was published to be distributed at the exhibition as well as a longer (200 word) description of the project that was incorporated into a glossy catalogue that was also professionally published and distributed on the day.

When Engineering was ‘extended’ into Film and Music Tech, Gradex was also extended to include these areas and became a showcase for projects in these areas too.

It was therefore natural to extend Gradex to cover computing projects when the ex-SEAT and School of Computing were combined into the current faculty. The usual timing of Gradex couldn’t really be much worse for you – after your project is finished and before you last exams BUT as part of the FYP journey you are asked to prepare some work as if you were going to be entering Gradex (even if you do not intend to). Some of this has to be presented at your End of Semester Interview.

Even if it seems to you as though this is a waste of time, i believe that it is, every now and again, a valuable exercise to ‘take stock’ of your project by being forced to describe it in a way that is both succinct and can be understood by someone who does not have a detailed knowledge or understanding of what you are doing. Describing something in which you are so deeply involved that the light of day seems like a distant memory, to someone who has only stood in the light is often a good way of you understanding the bigger picture as well as the detail. It is so easy to lose this view when you are firkling in the bowels.

Most of you have already experienced the value to your own understanding of something when you explain it to someone who (he lies again) pretends he doesn’t understand, in your meetings with me. Gradex does this for you in spades.

Please try to look at the creation of the Gradex stuff in this positive way – as benefiting your own project and your understanding, rather than just as producing paperwork that is irrelevant. If you can do this ‘mind shift’ you will feel more positive about it and, as you can’t avoid it, where’s the point in becoming cheesed off about it? 
Being able to do this positive self-delusion at will is a life-skill of inestimable value – and is why I’m so cheerful all the time!
Apart from the self-delusion, real employers come to Gradex , not only to look at the projects but still to ‘scout’ the soon-to-graduate students. In fact last year there were some really narked potential employers who were looking specifically for computing students and there were hardly any there as scarcely any computing students had entered Gradex.
