A Placement in Böblingen, Germany
You are reading this you may be interested in the placement opportunities at Intergral and Hewlett Packard in Böblingen, just outside Stuttgart, Germany.
 

I have visited the placement students there for years and, it is in my interest to ensure that more of you make use of this fabulous opportunity. Also, if there aren't any placement students there, I don't get a free trip to Germany twice a year!
  

All the students who go there on placement have an amazing time – both companies treat you like an employee from the word go so you really are part of their team. 
 

Apart from the job (which also pays relatively well) you get to live in a student 'colony' of placement students in the village of Herrenberg just up the road from Intergral. There has been a group of students in Herrenberg for many years now and there are good links with many things - the Beerfest in Stuttgart, the car hire firm in the village for trips to Italy, Switzerland, France and wherever you want (without having to cross the channel) and, most Importantly, Déja Vu and Barrista, the local bars.
 

Mehdi and Melton who run Déja Vu would be MOST disappointed if there were no placement students there - their profits would take a big hit.
 

You are missing a wonderful opportunity if you don't apply - not only does it look very good on your CV for the future but you would have the opportunity to remind many people directly that the score on 1966 was 4 - 2! And the third one was over the line.
For someone who has grown up in the UK,  it is an interesting change of view to be able to leave where you live, get on a train that is cheap, comfortable and on time, change to another train that is also cheap, comfortable and on time and then get off an hour later in a different country and be on the slopes skiing a couple of hours after that. It simply doesn’t happen like that in Stafford.
At Intergral
The company is run by two graduates from Staffs (Dave Tattershall and Darren Pyewell) and almost all the people who work there are our graduates who did a placement year and were subsequently recruited. Not speaking German is thus not an issue at work. They even made the local newspaper a couple of years ago under the headline "Stafford Oasis in Böblingen".
As your job is ‘real’, you are part of the team. If there's space, the bosses will simply take off with the rest of the staff for a beer or several and\or a meal. If there is work to be done over the weekend, everyone who can make it will be there and Dave and Darren buy the pizza.

At HP
You will be working for a global company with a distinct ethos and whose name is recognised everywhere - especially on your CV. You will also have a real job, often taking work forward that has been done by placement students in previous years. This has upsides and downsides! Whatever it is you do, you will become aware of the things that a global organisation needs to consider and to do to be competitive.
The people you will work with have also (generally) worked with students from Staffs before too so they know the ropes and will work with you accordingly. And with me.  The opportunity to work independently, responsibly and to a high standard will be made available and, if you take it, will stand you in VERY good stead indeed. Not only for the rest of your studies but for the future too.
 

